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verted after, like St. Paul, violently assailing the new
revelation. He and Dr. Ashburner had been two of
the most prominent supporters of mesmerism in the
days when even that obvious phenomenon had to
fight for its existence, and when every medical man
who affirmed it was in danger of being called a quack.
It was painful to both of them, therefore, when Dr.
Ashburner threw himself into this higher subject with
enthusiasm, while his friend was constrained not only
to reject but actively to attack it. However, the
breach was healed by the complete conversion of
Elliotson, and Mrs. Hardinge Britten relates how in his
declining years he insisted upon her coming to him,
and how she found him a "warm adherent of Spiritual-
ism, a faith which the venerable gentleman cherished
as the brightest revelation that had ever been vouch-
safed to him, and one which finally smoothed the dark
passage to the life beyond, and made his transition a
scene of triumphant faith and joyful anticipation.5*

As might have been expected, it was not long
before the rapid growth of table phenomena com-
pelled scientific sceptics to recognize their existence,
or at least to take steps to expose the delusion of those
who attributed to the movements an external origin.
Braid, Carpenter, and Faraday stated publicly that the
results obtained were due simply to unconscious mus-
cular action. Faraday devised ingenious apparatus
which he considered conclusively proved his assertion.
But, like so many other critics, Faraday had had no
experience with a good medium, and the well-
attested fact of the movement of tables without con-
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